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COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

Regular Meeting 

August 26, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER: By Mayor Lewis on Monday, August 26, 2019 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Christian, Dyer, Ridge, Russo, Baker, 

Mitchell, Mayor Lewis, City Clerk Terpstra and City Manager 

Guetschow. 

 

The invocation was offered by Pastor Mike Rysko, South Cochran 

Church of God, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF 

August 12, 2019: Mayor Pro-Tem Baker moved, supported by  

Ridge to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 12, 2019 

as presented. Carried. 7 Yes. 0 No.  

 

ABSENT:  None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Ben Phlegar, 425 Horatio, is concerned about getting an ordinance in 

place that will address smoking in the pocket park and prevent littering 

in the park.  He would like the City to work with Mike’s Sports Page 

to urge their customers to not use the pocket park for a smoking area.  

He announced that there will be a Candidate Forum held on September 

10th at 7 P.M. at the old courthouse for City Council candidates.  He 

urged the public at large as well as council members to attend.  The 

moderator will be Travis Silvas. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council member Russo moved, 

supported by Baker to approve the agenda and add to 13 (c) to set 

a public hearing on the amendment to the Uniform Traffic Code 

for September 9, 2019 . Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

DISCUSSION REGARDING PENSION FUNDING 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN: 

City Manager Guetschow gave an overview of the current pension 

funding that is currently in place.  He stated that the entire actuarial is 

on the city website.  He explained that the city is underfunded and that 

there are several factors that contribute to that happening.  He 

explained that this is not unique to Charlotte, however, many 

municipalities are struggling with this same issue. 

 

Discussion was held among council members on ways to address the 

shortfall in funds.  Questions were raised on changing to straight 

Defined Comp plans or bridging to Defined Comp plans from current 

plans. 

 

Discussion was held achieving this through a millage proposal and 

how that would be communicated to the public at large. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 

City Manager Guetschow provided information about the use of 

special assessments to finance a portion of street improvements and 

how that would work.   

 

EXPEDITED RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

A. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2019-

85 REGARDING PAYMENT OF CLAIMS & 

ACCOUNTS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-85 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE EXPENDITURES OF THE 

CITY 

 FOR AUGUST 26, 2019 
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WHEREAS, Section 7.7 (B) of the City Charter requires Council 

approval for the expenditure of city funds; and  

WHEREAS, the August 16, 2019 payroll totaled $152,134.38; 

WHEREAS, the August 26, 2019 claims total $363,376.65 

WHEREAS, the August 5, 2019 insurance claims total $252.40; the 

August 12, 2019 insurance claims total $13.86 and the August 

19, 2019 insurance claims total $6,899.07   

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves 

claims and accounts for August 26, 2019 in the amount of 

$522,676.36. 

 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS BY ROLL CALL 

VOTE: Council member Ridge moved, supported by Baker to 

approve Resolution 2019-85 regarding payment of claims & 

accounts as presented. Carried.  7 Yes.  0 No. 

ACTION ITEMS – RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:  

A. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2019-

81 TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF ULTRAVIOLET 

LIGHT LAMPS AND WIPERS FOR THE WWTP: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-81 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF 

ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT LAMPS AND WIPERS FOR THE 

WASTERWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

WHEREAS, the Ultraviolet Disinfection System (UV) that was 

installed in 2015 at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 

is the final treatment before the clean water is discharged; and  

WHEREAS, there are two channels that contain banks of UV lamps 

and wipers that automatically clean the lamps; and 

WHEREAS, the UV lamps and the wipers that keep them clean are 

reaching the end of their useful life; and 

WHEREAS, the WWTP has requested that the UV lamps and wipers 

in one channel be replaced in one year, and the second channel 

in the next year, and 

WHEREAS, the first replacement project was budgeted in the FY 

19/20 Budget in the amount of $12,000; and 

WHEREAS, contact was made with other communities that have 

tried cheaper, off brand bulbs and they found them to not be 

adequate, and 

WHEREAS, TrojanUV, the manufacturer of the system and the 

proposed replacement parts, has submitted a quote to replace 

the lamps and wipers for one channel at a cost of $12,028.60, 

and 

WHEREAS, funding for these items be charged to the Water and 

Sewer Fund.  

WHEREAS, Section 2-186 of the City Ordinances allows for the 

waiver of sealed bids for purchases over the amount of $5,000. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the City Council 

authorizes of the purchase of new UV lamps and wipers in 

the amount of $12,028.60 from TrojanUV and agrees to 

waive the sealed bid process.   

City Manager Guetschow stated that to answer Council member 

Mitchell’s question from last meeting regarding why no bids were 

taken has to do with the proprietary elements to the lamps.  DPW 

Director Gilson checked with others that had not used these types and 

found that the performance of others did not bear going that route. 

 

Council member Ridge moved, supported by Dyer to approve 

Resolution No. 2019-81 to authorize purchase of ultraviolet light 

lamps and wipers for the WWTP as presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 0 

No.  

 

B. CONSIDER APPROVAL RESOLUTION NO. 2019-82 

TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF WATER METERS 

AND APPURTENANCES: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-82 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF WATER 

METERS AND APPURTENANCES 

WHEREAS, the City utilizes a single brand of water meters 

throughout the City to keep costs low and efficiencies high; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the DPW is continually replacing and upgrading old 

meters to maintain accuracy; and 

WHEREAS, the FY 2019-2020 budget has approved $54,000.00 for 

the purchase of meters, wire, remote readers, meter 

transceivers as well as other related equipment; and 

WHEREAS, DPW staff has received a quote in the amount of 

$6,030.00 from ETNA Supply for material and equipment to 

meet the anticipated needs of the upcoming months; and 

WHEREAS, ETNA Supply is the sole vendor for the lower peninsula 

of Michigan authorized to sell this brand of equipment in our 

region of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2-186 of the City Ordinances allows for the 

waiver of sealed bids for purchases over the amount of $5,000 

and the required three quotes for purchases over $2,500. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the city council 

authorizes the purchase of the meters and appurtenances 

from ETNA Supply in the amount of $6,030.00 and agrees 

to waive the sealed bid process because the equipment is 

available only through a single vendor.  There are no 

competitive quotes available.   

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Baker moved, supported by Dyer to table  

Resolution No. 2019-82 to authorize purchase of water meters and 

appurtenances as presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

C. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2019-

83 TO ADOPT A LOCAL PAVEMENT WARRANTY 

PROGRAM: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 –83 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A LOCAL PAVEMENT 

WARRANTY PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature (MCL 247.663) requires each 

city or village to adopt a Local Agency Pavement Warranty 

Program that was approved by the Michigan Department of 

Transportation in 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the Michigan Local Agency Pavement Warranty 

Program was developed by the Local Agency Pavement 

Warranty Task Force for use by all 533 cities and villages in 

the format approved by the Michigan Department of 

Transportation in 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has 

reviewed and approved the Michigan Local Agency Pavement 

Warranty Program consisting of Special Provisions 

(Boilerplate, Concrete, HMA, Location, Pass-Through 

Warranty Bond); a Warranty Bond Form and Contract Form; 

and Guidelines for Local Agency Pavement Warranty 

Programs; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Charlotte 

hereby adopts the Michigan Local Agency Pavement 

Warranty Program and accompanying documents in 

accordance to the requirements of MCL 247.663; and 

BE IT FURTHRER RESOLVED THAT, this resolution is made a 

part of the minutes of the City of Charlotte meeting on August 

26, 2019. 

 

Council member Ridge moved, supported by Christian to adopt a 

local pavement warranty program as presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 

0 No. 

 

D. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2019-

84 TO IMPLEMENT A LOCAL PAVEMENT 

WARRANTY PROGRAM: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 –84 

RESOLUTION TO IMPLEMENT A LOCAL PAVEMENT 

WARRANTY PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, The Michigan Legislature created a requirement (MCL 

247.663) as part of the Transportation Funding Package of 

2015 that requires each city and village to adopt a Local 

Agency Pavement Warranty Program that was approved by 

the Michigan Department of Transportation in 2018; and  
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WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte adopted the Michigan Local 

Agency Pavement Warranty Program on August 26, 2019; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte agrees to consider a local pavement 

warranty on each project that includes $2 million or more in 

paving-related items and includes any state or federal funds; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Local Agency Pavement Warranty Program law 

requires each city and village to report annually on each 

project that includes $2 million or more in paving-related 

items and includes any state or federal funds, whether or not 

a warranty was utilized in the project; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte agrees to implement the Michigan 

Local Agency Pavement Warranty Program consistent with 

the Guidelines for Local Agency Pavement Warranty 

Program document that was approved by the Michigan 

Department of Transportation in 2018; and which the City of 

Charlotte’s adopted Implementation Policy defines the City of 

Charlotte’s intent of its pavement warranty program; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Charlotte 

hereby agrees to implement the Local Agency Pavement 

Warranty Program and annually report in accordance with the 

law. 

 

Council member Ridge moved, supported by Mitchell to approve  

Resolution No. 2019-84 to implement a local pavement warranty 

program as presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES:   

A. CONSIDER FIRST READING OF RESOLUTION NO. 

2019-86 TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF 

TRICKLING FILTER DISTRIBUTION ARMS FOR 

THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-86 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF 

TRICKLING FILTER DISTRIBUTION ARMS FOR THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 

WHEREAS, the distribution arms of the trickling filters are an 

essential component for the proper distribution of water 

throughout the trickling filters allowing the plant to meet its 

permit requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the two mast arms in the south trickling filter have now 

deteriorated to a point that they need to be replaced; and 

WHEREAS, the trickling filter equipment is proprietary and must be 

replaced with distribution arms purchased from WesTech at a 

cost of $16,950.00 for the equipment with a $1,200.00 per day 

field service charge; and 

WHEREAS, sealed bids for the installation of the distribution arms 

will be later this year as the delivery date for the equipment is 

26-30 weeks; and 

WHEREAS, funding for this project was included in the FY 19-20 

Water and Sewer Budget.  

WHEREAS, Section 2-186 of the City Ordinances allows for the 

waiver of sealed bids for purchases over the amount of $5,000. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the City Council approve 

the purchase of the south trickling filter distribution arms from 

WesTech for $16,950.00 plus field service charges and agrees 

to waive the sealed bid process due to proprietary equipment.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Baker moved, supported by Dyer to approve first 

reading of Resolution No. 2019-86 to authorize the purchase of 

trickling filter distribution arms for the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

B. CONSIDER FIRST READING OF RESOLUTION NO. 

2019-87 TO AUTHORIZE SALE OF FIREWOOD: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-87 
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A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A SALE OF FIRE WOOD 

 

WHEREAS, the City removes trees throughout the year from the City 

right-of-ways; and 

WHEREAS, it was previously determined that the wood had some 

value and should be sold by sealed bids annually; and 

WHEREAS, an advertisement was placed in the local paper and sent 

to previous bidders for the seven stacks of wood; and 

WHEREAS, five people submitted bids for the ten stacks of wood 

with the highest bids totaling $1262.04. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the City sell wood stacks 

#1-10 to the highest bidders of each wood stack totaling $1262.04 in 

accordance with the bid tabulation 

 

Council member Ridge moved, supported by Mitchell to approve 

first reading of Resolution No. 2019-87 to authorize sale of 

firewood as presented.  Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

C. CONSIDER FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 

2019-05 AMENDING THE UNIFORM TRAFFIC CODE 

AND SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 

2019: 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 66-102, 

CHANGES IN CODE BY AMENDING R28.1702, 

R28.1706 AND R28.1708 OF THE UNIFORM TRAFFIC 

CODE WITHIN THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE. 

 

THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE ORDAINS: 

 

 1. Section 66-102, Changes in Code, shall be amended 

by revising R28.1702, Rule 702, R28.1706, Rule 706, and R28.1708, 

Rule 708, which code sections shall read as follows: 

 

§ 66-102 CHANGES IN CODE.  

The following sections and subsections of the Uniform Traffic Code 

adopted in this article are hereby amended or deleted as set forth in 

this section, and additional sections and subsections are added as 

indicated. Subsequent section numbers used in this article shall refer 

to the like-numbered section of the Uniform Traffic Code.  

Section 28.1103 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1103. Authority of firefighters directing traffic. Members of 

the fire department, when at the scene of a fire or in the immediate 

vicinity thereof, or in the immediate vicinity of the fire station, may 

direct or assist police in directing traffic.  

Section 28.1160 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160. Reports of stolen and recovered vehicles. A police 

agency, upon receiving reliable information that any vehicle registered 

under this act has been stolen, shall immediately report the theft 

through the law enforcement information network. Upon receiving 

information that a vehicle previously reported as stolen has been 

recovered, the police agency shall immediately report the fact of the 

recovery through the law enforcement information network.  

Section 28.1160a is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160a. Abandoned vehicle procedures.  

(1) As used in this section, "abandoned vehicle" means a vehicle 

which has remained on public property or private property for a period 

of 48 hours after a police agency or other governmental agency 

designated by the police agency has affixed a written notice to the 

vehicle.  

(2) If a vehicle has remained on public or private property for a period 

of time so that it appears to the police agency to be abandoned, the 

police agency shall do all of the following:  

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.  

(b) Affix a written notice to the vehicle. The written notice shall 

contain the following information:  
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(i) The date and time the notice was affixed.  

(ii) The name and address of the police agency taking the action.  

(iii) The name and badge number of the police officer affixing the 

notice.  

(iv) The date and time the vehicle may be taken into custody and stored 

at the owner's expense or scrapped if the vehicle is not removed.  

(v) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle, 

if available.  

(3) If the vehicle is not removed within 48 hours after the date the 

notice was affixed, the vehicle is deemed abandoned and the police 

agency may have the vehicle taken into custody.  

(4) A police agency which has a vehicle taken into custody shall do all 

of the following:  

(a) Recheck to determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.  

(b) Within 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody, enter the 

vehicle as abandoned into the law enforcement information network.  

(c) Within seven days after taking the vehicle into custody, send to the 

registered owner and secured party, as shown by the records of the 

secretary of state, by first class mail or personal service, notice that the 

vehicle has been deemed abandoned. The form for the notice shall be 

furnished by the secretary of state. Each notice form shall contain the 

following information:  

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle if 

available.  

(ii) The location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iv) The name and address of the police agency which had the vehicle 

taken into custody.  

(v) The business address of the custodian of the vehicle.  

(vi) The procedure to redeem the vehicle.  

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle has been deemed 

abandoned or the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily storage 

fees.  

(viii) A form petition which the owner may file in person or by mail 

with the specified court which requests a hearing on the police 

agency's action.  

(ix) A warning that the failure to redeem the vehicle or to request a 

hearing, within 20 days after the date of the notice, may result in the 

sale of the vehicle and the termination of all rights of the owner and 

the secured party to the vehicle or the proceeds of the sale.  

(5) The registered owner may contest the fact that the vehicle has been 

deemed abandoned or the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily 

storage fees by requesting a hearing. A request for a hearing shall be 

made by filing a petition with the court specified in the notice within20 

days after the date of the notice.  

If the owner requests a hearing, the matter shall be resolved after a 

hearing conducted pursuant to sections 28.1160e and28.1160f. An 

owner who requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by 

posting a towing and storage bond in an amount equal to the accrued 

towing and storage fees with the court. The owner of a vehicle who 

requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by paying the 

towing and storage fees instead of posting the towing and storage 

bond. If the court finds that the vehicle was not properly deemed 

abandoned, the police agency shall reimburse the owner of the vehicle 

for the accrued towing and storage fees.  

(6) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may obtain the 

release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the custodian 

of the vehicle.  

(7) If the owner does not redeem the vehicle or request a hearing 

within 20 days after the date of the notice, the secured party may 

obtain the release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the 



 

 

 

City Council Minutes 8-26-2019 

Page 7 of 18 

 

 

custodian of the vehicle and the police agency for its accrued costs.  

(8) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the hearing described 

in subsection (5) or, if a hearing is not requested, not less than 20 days 

after the date of the notice, the police agency shall offer the vehicle 

for sale at a public sale pursuant to section 28.1160g.  

(9) If the ownership of a vehicle which has been deemed abandoned 

under this section cannot be determined, either because of the 

condition of the vehicle identification numbers or because a check 

with the records of the secretary of state does not reveal ownership, 

the police agency may sell the vehicle at public sale pursuant to section 

28.1160g, not less than 30 days after public notice of the sale has been 

published.  

Section 28.1160b is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160b. Abandoned scrap vehicle procedures.  

(1) As used in this section:  

(a) "Registered abandoned scrap vehicle" means a vehicle which 

meets all of the following requirements:  

(i) Is on public or private property.  

(ii) Is seven or more years old.  

(iii) Is apparently inoperable or is extensively damaged, to the extent 

that the cost of repairing the vehicle so that it is operational and safe, 

as required by section 683, would exceed the fair market value of that 

vehicle.  

(iv) Is currently registered in the State of Michigan or displays current 

year registration plates from another state.  

(v) Is not removed within 48 hours after a written notice, as described 

in section 28.1160a(2)(h), is affixed to the vehicle.  

(b) "Unregistered abandoned scrap vehicle" means a vehicle which 

meets all of the following requirements:  

(i) Is on public or private property.  

(ii) Is seven or more years old.  

(iii) Is apparently inoperable or is extensively damaged, to the extent 

that the cost of repairing the vehicle so that it is operational and safe, 

as required by section 683, would exceed the fair market value of that 

vehicle.  

(iv) Is not currently registered in this state and does not display current 

year registration plates from another state.  

(v) Is not removed within 48 hours after a written notice, as described 

in section 28.1160a(2)(b), is affixed to the vehicle.  

(2) A police agency may have an unregistered abandoned scrap 

vehicle taken into custody, in which case the police agency shall do 

all of the following:  

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.  

(b) Take two photographs of the vehicle.  

(c) Make a report to substantiate the vehicle as an unregistered 

abandoned scrap vehicle. The report shall contain the following 

information:  

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number if available.  

(ii) The date of abandonment.  

(iii) The location of abandonment.  

(iv) A detailed listing of the damage or the missing equipment.  

(v) The reporting officer's name and title.  

(vi) The location where the vehicle is being held.  

(d) Within 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody, enter the 

vehicle into the law enforcement information network.  

(3) Within 24 hours, excluding Saturday, Sunday, and legal holidays, 

after taking the vehicle into custody, the police agency shall complete 
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a release form and release the vehicle to the towing service or a used 

vehicle parts dealer or vehicle scrap metal processor, who shall then 

transmit that release form to the secretary of state and apply for a 

certificate of the title or a certificate of scrapping. Upon receipt of the 

release form and application, the secretary of state shall issue a 

certificate of title or a certificate of scrapping.  

(4) The release form described in subsection (3) shall be furnished by 

the secretary of state and shall include a certification executed by the 

applicable police agency when the abandoned scrap vehicle is 

released. The certification shall state that the police agency has 

complied with all the requirements of subsection (2)(b) and (c).  

(5) The secretary of state shall retain the records relating to an 

abandoned scrap vehicle for not less than two years. The two 

photographs taken pursuant to subsection (2)(b) shall be retained by 

the police agency for not less than two years. After the certificate of 

scrapping has been issued, a certificate of title for the vehicle shall not 

be issued again.  

(6) A police agency may have a registered abandoned scrap vehicle 

taken into custody, in which case the police agency shall do all of the 

following:  

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been stolen.  

(b) Take two photographs of the vehicle.  

(c) Make a report to substantiate the vehicle as a registered abandoned 

scrap vehicle. The report shall contain the following information:  

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number if available.  

(ii) The date of abandonment.  

(iii) The location of abandonment.  

(iv) A detailed listing of the damage or the missing equipment.  

(v) The reporting officer's name and title.  

(vi) The location where the vehicle is being held.  

(d) Within 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody, enter the 

vehicle into the law enforcement information network.  

(e) Within seven days after taking the vehicle into custody, send to the 

registered owner and secured party, as shown by the records of the 

secretary of state, by first class mail or personal service, notice that the 

vehicle has been deemed abandoned. The form for the notice shall be 

furnished by the secretary of state. Each notice form shall contain the 

following information:  

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle if 

available.  

(ii) The location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iv) The name and address of the police agency which had the vehicle 

taken into custody.  

(v) The business address of the custodian of the vehicle.  

(vi) The procedure to redeem the vehicle.  

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle has been deemed 

abandoned or the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily storage 

fees.  

(viii) A form petition which the owner may file in person or by mail 

with the specified court which requests a hearing on the police 

agency's action.  

(ix) A warning that the failure to redeem the vehicle or to request a 

hearing, within 20 days after the date of the notice, may result in the 

termination of all rights of the owner and the secured party to the 

vehicle.  

(7) The registered owner of a registered abandoned scrap vehicle may 

contest the fact that the vehicle has been deemed abandoned or the 

reasonableness of the towing fees and daily storage fees by requesting 

a hearing. A request for a hearing shall be made by filing a petition, 
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with the court specified in the notice, within 20 days after the date of 

the notice. If the owner requests a hearing, the matter shall be resolved 

after a hearing conducted pursuant to sections 28.1160e and 28.1160f. 

An owner who requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by 

posting a towing and storage bond with the court, in an amount as 

determined by the court. The owner of a vehicle who requests a 

hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by paying the towing and 

storage fees instead of posting the towing and storage bond. If the 

court finds that the vehicle was not properly deemed abandoned, the 

police agency shall reimburse the owner of the vehicle for the accrued 

towing and storage fees.  

(8) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may obtain the 

release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the custodian 

of the vehicle.  

(9) If the owner does not redeem the vehicle or request a hearing 

within 20 days after the date of the notice, the secured party may 

obtain the release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the 

custodian of the vehicle.  

(10) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the hearing described 

in subsection (7), or if a hearing is not requested, not less than 20 days 

after the date of the notice described in subsection (6)(e), the police 

agency shall follow the procedures established in subsections (3) to 

(5).  

Section 28.1160c is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160c. Vehicle removed from private property.  

(1) When a vehicle is removed from private property at the direction 

of a person other than the registered owner of the vehicle or a police 

agency, the custodian of the vehicle immediately shall notify the 

police agency from whose jurisdiction the vehicle was towed. The 

custodian shall supply that information which is necessary for the 

police agency to enter the vehicle into the law enforcement 

information network.  

(2) Upon receipt of the notification described in subsection (1), the 

police agency immediately shall do all of the following:  

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.  

(b) Enter the vehicle into the law enforcement information network.  

(3) The owner of the vehicle removed as described in subsection (1) 

may obtain release of the vehicle by paying the accrued towing and 

storage fees to the custodian of the vehicle. Upon release of the 

vehicle, the custodian shall notify the police agency of the disposition 

of the vehicle.  

(4) If the vehicle described in subsection (1) is not claimed by the 

owner within seven days after the police agency has been notified by 

the custodian that it has been taken into custody, the vehicle is deemed 

abandoned and the procedures prescribed in section 28.1160a(4)(c) to 

(9) shall apply.  

Section 28.1160d is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160d. Vehicle removed by police.  

(1) A police agency or a governmental agency designated by the police 

agency may provide for the immediate removal of a vehicle from 

public or private property to a place of safekeeping, at the expense of 

the registered owner of the vehicle, in any of the following 

circumstances:  

(a) If the vehicle is in such a condition that the continued operation of 

the vehicle upon the highway would constitute an immediate hazard 

to the public.  

(b) If the vehicle is parked or standing upon the highway in such a 

manner as to create an immediate public hazard or an obstruction of 

traffic.  

(c) If a vehicle is parked in a posted towaway zone.  

(d) If there is reasonable cause to believe that the vehicle or any part 

of the vehicle is stolen.  
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(e) If the vehicle must be seized to preserve evidence of a crime, or 

when there is reasonable cause to believe that the vehicle was used in 

the commission of a crime.  

(f) If removal is necessary in the interest of public safety because of 

fire, flood, storm, snow, natural or manmade disaster, or other 

emergency.  

(g) If the vehicle is hampering the use of private property by the owner 

or person in charge of that property or is parked in a manner which 

impedes the movement of another vehicle.  

(h) If the vehicle is stopped, standing, or parked in a space designated 

for handicapped parking and is not permitted by law to be stopped, 

standing, or parked in a space designated for handicapped parking.  

(i) If the owner of a vehicle or trailer has received and failed to answer 

six or more parking notices or citations, the vehicle may be impounded 

or immobilized and not released to owner until all fines, costs and 

towing charges associated with the parking violation have been paid.  

(2) A police agency which authorizes the removal of a vehicle under 

subsection (1) shall do all of the following:  

(a) Check to determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.  

(b) Within 24 hours after removing the vehicle, enter the vehicle into 

the law enforcement information network if the vehicle has not been 

redeemed. This subsection does not apply to a vehicle that is removed 

from the scene of a motor vehicle traffic accident.  

(c) If the vehicle has not been redeemed within ten days after moving 

the vehicle, send to the registered owner and the secured party, as 

shown by the records of the secretary of state, by first class mail or 

personal service, a notice that the vehicle has been removed; however, 

if the police agency informs the owner or operator of the vehicle of 

the removal and the location of the vehicle within 24 hours after the 

removal, and if the vehicle has not been redeemed within 30 days and 

upon complaint from the towing service, the police agency shall send 

the notice within 30 days after the removal. The notice shall be by a 

form furnished by the secretary of state. The notice form shall contain 

the following information:  

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle.  

(ii) The location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.  

(iv) The name and address of the police agency which had the vehicle 

taken into custody.  

(v) The location where the vehicle is being held.  

(vi) The procedure vehicle.  

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle was properly 

removed or the reasonableness of the towing and daily storage fees.  

(viii) A form petition which the owner may file in person or by mail 

with the specified court which requests a hearing on the police 

agency's action.  

(ix) A warning that the failure to redeem the vehicle or to request a 

hearing, within 20 days after the date of the notice, may result in the 

sale of the vehicle and the termination of all rights of the owner and 

the secured party to the vehicle or the proceeds of the sale, or to both 

the vehicle and the proceeds.  

(3) The registered owner may contest the fact that the vehicle was 

properly removed or the reasonableness of the towing fees and daily 

storage fees by requesting a hearing. A request for a hearing shall be 

made by filing a petition, with the court specified in the notice, within 

20 days after the date of the notice. If the owner requests a hearing, 

the matter shall be resolved after a hearing conducted pursuant to 

sections 28.1160e and 28.1160f. An owner who requests a hearing 

may obtain release of the vehicle by posting a towing and storage bond 

with the court in an amount equal to the accrued towing and storage 

fees. The owner of a vehicle who requests a hearing may obtain release 

of the vehicle by paying the towing and storage fees instead of posting 
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the towing and storage bond. If the court finds that the vehicle was not 

properly removed, the police agency shall reimburse the owner of the 

vehicle for the accrued towing and storage fees.  

(4) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may obtain the 

release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the custodian 

of the vehicle.  

(5) If the owner does not redeem the vehicle or request a hearing 

within 20 days, the secured party may obtain the release of the vehicle 

by paying the accrued charges to the custodian of the vehicle prior to 

the date of the sale.  

(6) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the hearing described 

in subsection (3), or if a hearing is not requested, not less than 20 days 

after the date of the notice described in subsection (2)(c), the police 

agency shall offer the vehicle for sale at a public sale unless the vehicle 

is redeemed. The public sale shall be held pursuant to section 

28.1160g.  

(7) If the ownership of a vehicle which has been removed under this 

section cannot be determined, either because of the condition of the 

vehicle identification numbers or because a check with the records of 

the secretary of state does not reveal ownership, the police agency may 

sell the vehicle at public sale pursuant to section 28.1160g, not less 

than 30 days after public notice of the sale has been published.  

Section 28.1160e is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160e. Abandoned vehicle, jurisdiction of court.  

(1) The following courts shall have jurisdiction to determine if a police 

agency has acted properly in processing a vehicle under section 

28.1160a, 28.1160b(6) to (10), 28.1160c, or 28.1160d:  

(a) The district court.  

(b) A municipal court.  

(c) The common pleas court of the City of Detroit.  

(2) The court specified in the notice prescribed in section 

28.1160a(4)(c), 28.1160b(6), 28.1160c(4), or 28.1160d(2)(c) shall be 

the court which has territorial jurisdiction at the location from where 

the vehicle was removed or deemed abandoned.  

(3) If the owner fails to pay the accrued towing and storage fees, the 

towing and storage bond posted with the court to secure release of the 

vehicle under section 28.1160a, 28.1160b, 28.1160c, or 28.1160d 

shall be used to pay the towing and storage fees.  

Section 28.1160f is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160f Abandoned vehicle, duties of court.  

(1) Upon receipt of a petition prescribed in section 28.1160a, 

28.1160b, 28.1160c, or 28.1160d, signed by the owner of the vehicle 

which has been taken into custody, the court shall do both of the 

following:  

(a) Schedule a hearing within 30 days for the purpose of determining 

whether the police agency acted properly.  

(b) Notify the owner and the police agency of the time and place of 

the hearing.  

(2) At the hearing specified in subsection (1), the police agency shall 

have the burden of showing by a preponderance of the evidence that it 

has complied with the requirements of this act in processing the 

abandoned vehicle or vehicle removed pursuant to section 28.1160d.  

(3) After the hearing, the court shall make a decision which shall 

include one or more of the following:  

(a) A finding that the police agency complied with the procedures 

established for the processing of an abandoned vehicle or a vehicle 

removed under section 28.1160d, and an order providing a period of 

20 days after the decision for the owner to redeem the vehicle. If the 

owner does not redeem the vehicle within 20 days, the police agency 

shall dispose of the vehicle pursuant to section 28.1160b or 28.1160g.  

(b) A finding that the police agency did not comply with the 
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procedures established for the processing of an abandoned vehicle or 

a vehicle removed pursuant to section 28.1160d. After making such a 

finding, the court shall issue an order directing that the vehicle 

immediately be released to the owner, and that the police agency is 

responsible for the accrued towing and storage charges.  

(c) A finding that the towing and daily storage fees were reasonable.  

(d) A finding that the towing and daily storage fees were unreasonable, 

and issue an order directing an appropriate reduction.  

Section 28.1160g is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1160g. Abandoned vehicle, public sale.  

(1) A public sale for a vehicle which has been deemed abandoned 

under section 28.1160a or 28.1160c, or removed under section 

28.1160d, shall be conducted in the following manner:  

(a) It shall be under the control of the police agency or agent of the 

police agency.  

(b) It shall be open to the public and consist of open auction bidding 

or bidding by sealed bids. If sealed bids are received, the person 

submitting the bid shall receive a receipt for the bid from the police 

agency or agent of the police agency.  

(c) Except as provided by sections 28.1160a(9) and 28.1160d(7), it 

shall be held not less than five days after public notice of the sale has 

been published.  

(d) The public notice shall be published at least once in a newspaper 

having a general circulation within the county in which the vehicle 

was abandoned. The public notice shall give a description of the 

vehicle for sale and shall state the time, date, and location of the sale.  

(2) The money received from the public sale of the vehicle shall be 

applied in the following order of priority:  

(a) Towing and storage charges.  

(b) Expenses incurred by the police agency.  

(c) To the secured party, if any, in the amount of the debt outstanding 

on the vehicle.  

(d) Remainder to the owner. A reasonable attempt shall be made to 

mail the remainder to the registered owner. If delivery of the 

remainder cannot be accomplished, the remainder shall become the 

property of the unit of government that the police agency represents.  

(3) If there are no bidders on the vehicle, the police agency may do 

one of the following:  

(a) Turn the vehicle over to the towing firm to satisfy charges against 

the vehicle.  

(b) Obtain title to the vehicle for the police agency or the unit of 

government the police agency represents, by doing the following:  

(i) Paying the towing and storage charges.  

(ii) Applying for title to the vehicle.  

(c) Hold another public sale pursuant to subsection (1).  

(4) A person who acquires ownership of a vehicle under subsection 

(1) or (3), which vehicle has been designated as a distressed vehicle, 

shall make application for a salvage certificate of title within 15 days 

after obtaining the vehicle.  

(5) Upon disposition of the vehicle, the police agency shall cancel the 

entry into the law enforcement information network.  

Section 28.1161 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1161. Current regulations. All intersection stops and yield 

right-of-way requirements; regulations on stopping, standing or 

parking; one-way streets, roadways and alleys; crosswalks; restricted 

turns; through streets; play streets; angle parking zones; all- night 

parking restrictions; curb loading zones; public carrier stands; parking 

meter zones and spaces; weight restrictions; no passing zones; speed 

limits and traffic-control devices heretofore established and effective 

on the effective date of this Code shall be deemed established 
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hereunder, and shall remain effective until rescinded or modified as 

herein provided.  

Section 28.1162 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1162. Safety belt required; enforcement.  

(1) This section shall not apply to a driver or passenger of:  

(a) A motor vehicle manufactured before January 1, 1965.  

(b) A bus.  

(c) A motorcycle.  

(d) A moped.  

(e) A motor vehicle, if the driver or passenger possesses a written 

verification from a physician that the driver or passenger is unable to 

wear a safety belt for physical or medical reasons.  

(f) A motor vehicle which is not required to be equipped with safety 

belts under federal law.  

(g) A commercial or United States Postal Service vehicle which makes 

frequent stops for the purpose of pickup or delivery of goods or 

services.  

(h) A motor vehicle operated by a rural carrier of the United States 

Postal Service while serving his or her rural postal route.  

(2) This section shall not apply to a passenger of a school bus.  

(3) Each driver and front seat passenger of a motor vehicle operated 

on a street or highway in this state shall wear a properly adjusted and 

fastened safety belt, except that a child less than four years of age shall 

be protected as required in MCL257.710d, MSA9.2410(4).  

(4) Each driver of a motor vehicle transporting a child four years of 

age or more, but less than 16 years of age, in a motor vehicle shall 

secure the child in a properly adjusted and fastened safety belt. If the 

motor vehicle is transporting more children than there are safety belts 

available for use, all safety belts available in the motor vehicle are 

being utilized in compliance with this section, and the driver and all 

front seat passengers comply with subsection (3), then the driver of a 

motor vehicle transporting a child four years of age or more, but less 

than 16 years of age, for which there is not an available safety belt is 

in compliance with this subsection, if that child is seated in other than 

the front seat of the motor vehicle. However, if that motor vehicle is a 

pickup truck without an extended cab or jump seats, and all safety 

belts in the front seat are being used, the driver may transport such a 

child in the front seat without a safety belt.  

(5) Enforcement of this section by state or local law enforcement 

agencies shall be accomplished only as a secondary action, when a 

driver of a motor vehicle has been detained for a suspected violation 

of another section of this act.  

(6) Failure to wear a safety belt in violation of this section may be 

considered evidence of negligence and may reduce the recovery for 

damages arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or operation of a 

motor vehicle. However, such negligence shall not reduce the 

recovery for damages by more than five percent.  

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil 

infraction.  

Section 28.1163 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1163. Automobile parking system.  

(a) Supervision of system. The automobile parking system of the city 

shall be under the supervision and direction of the police department.  

(b) Rates and lime limits. The rates and time limits for parking in off-

street parking lots and structures, operated as a part of the automobile 

parking system, shall be established by resolution of the city council 

from time to time, upon recommendation of the city manager. Such 

rates and time limits need not be uniform throughout the system, but 

shall be based upon demand for parking in the area which the lot or 

structure serves and such other considerations as the city manager and 

the council shall deem pertinent. No person shall park any vehicle for 
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a period of time longer than permitted by the regulation pertaining to 

the lot where such vehicle is parked.  

(c) Park in designated spaces. No person shall park any motor vehicle 

in any parking lot or structure other than within the boundaries of the 

space designated as allocated for the parking of a single meter vehicle, 

by appropriate lines or other markings. Any person parking any motor 

vehicle in any parking lot or structure otherwise than as prescribed in 

this subsection shall be guilty of a violation of this section, and, in 

parking structures and in parking lots other than metered parking lots, 

any person who shall park a motor vehicle so as to occupy or encroach 

upon more than one designated parking space shall pay the full rate or 

charge for each parking space occupied or encroached upon, in 

addition to being guilty of a violation of this section.  

(d) Vehicle abandonment. Any motor vehicle parked for over 48 hours 

in any parking lot of the system shall be deemed abandoned, and may 

be removed by the city and impounded. Any motor vehicle otherwise 

parked in violation of this section may be removed by the city from 

the parking lot or structure in which it is parked and impounded. Any 

vehicle so impounded by the city shall not be released to the owner 

until all parking charges, storing and towing charges shall have been 

paid by the owner. MCL257.252 et seq., MSA9.1952 et seq., shall be 

followed for the disposition of the vehicle if not claimed within the 

time allowed.  

(e) Presumption from ownership. In any proceeding for violation of 

the provisions of this section relative to parking, the registration plate 

displayed on the motor vehicle parked in violation of this section shall 

constitute in evidence a prima facie presumption that the owner of 

such vehicle was the person who parked or placed such motor vehicle 

at the point where such violation occurred.  

Section 28.1202 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1202. Obedience to police and fire department officials. No 

person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or 

direction of any police officer or member of the fire department, at the 

scene or in the immediate vicinity of a fire or in the immediate vicinity 

of the fire station, who is vested with authority under this code to 

direct, control or regulate traffic.  

Section 28.1304 is amended to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1304. Steady red indication.  

(1) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall stop before 

entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or at a limit 

line when marked, or if none, then before entering the intersection, 

and shall remain standing until a green indication is shown, except as 

provided in subsection (c)(2).  

(2) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal, after stopping before 

entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or at a limit 

line when marked, or if none, then before entering the intersection, 

shall be privileged to make a right turn from a one-way or two-way 

street into a two-way street or into a one-way street carrying traffic in 

the direction of the right turn; or a left turn from a one-way or two-

way street into a one-way street carrying traffic in the direction of the 

left turn, unless prohibited by sign, signal, marking, light, or other 

traffic-control device. The vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-

way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other 

traffic lawfully using the intersection.  

Section 28.1500 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1500. Mandatory child restraints.  

(1) Except as provided in this section, or as otherwise provided by law, 

a rule promulgated pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 

1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1969 (MCL 

24.201 et seq., MSA 3.560(101) et seq.), as amended, or federal 

regulation, each driver transporting a child in a motor vehicle shall 

properly secure each child in a child restraint system as follows:  

(a) Any child less than one year of age in a child restraint system which 

meets the standards prescribed in 49 CFR 571.213, except as provided 
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in subsection (6).  

(b) Any child one year of age or more but less than four years of age, 

when transported in the front seat, in a child restraint system which 

meets the standards prescribed in 49 CFR 571.213, except as provided 

in subsection (6).  

(c) Any child one year of age or more but less than four years of age, 

when transported in the rear seat, in a child restraint system which 

meets the standards prescribed in 49 CFR 571.213, unless the child is 

secured by a safety belt provided in the motor vehicle, except as 

provided in subsection (6).  

(2) This section does not apply to any child being nursed.  

(3) This section does not apply if the motor vehicle being driven is a 

bus, school bus, taxicab, moped, motorcycle, or other motor vehicle 

not required to be equipped with safety belts under federal law or 

regulations.  

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil 

infraction.  

(5) Points shall not be assessed for a violation of this section.  

(6) The secretary of state may exempt by rules a class of children from 

the requirements of this section, if the secretary of state determines 

that the use of the child restraint system required under subsection (1) 

is impractical because of physical unfitness, a medical problem, or 

body size. The secretary of state may specify alternate means of 

protection for children exempted under this subsection. 

Section 28.1702 is added to read as follows: 

Sec. 28.1702.  Pedestrian or bicyclist; right-of-way in crosswalks; 

violation as a civil infraction. 

(1) When traffic control signals are not in place or not in 

operation, the driver of a vehicle shall stop and yield the right-of-

way to every pedestrian or bicyclist within a marked crosswalk. 

(2) When traffic control signals are not in place or not in 

operation, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, 

slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to every pedestrian 

or bicyclist within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection.  A 

“crosswalk” is defined as set forth at the Uniform Motor Vehicle 

Code, Section 27.10. 

(3) A pedestrian or bicyclist shall not suddenly leave a curb or 

other place of safety and walk, run or ride into the path of a vehicle 

that is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. 

(4) A person who violates this rule is responsible for a civil 

infraction. 

Section 28.1706 is added to read as follows: 

Sec. 28.1706.  Pedestrians or bicyclists yielding right-of-way: 

violation as a civil infraction. 

(1) Every pedestrian or bicyclist crossing a roadway at any point 

other than within a marked or unmarked crosswalk at an 

intersection shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles on the 

roadway. 

(2) A person who violates this rule is responsible for a civil 

infraction. 

Section 28.1708 is added to read as follows: 

Sec. 28.1708.  Pedestrians and bicyclists; yielding right-of-way to 

emergency vehicles; violation of civil infraction. 

(1) Any pedestrian or bicyclist crossing a roadway shall yield the 

right-of-way to an authorized emergency vehicle sounding an 

audible signal, unless engaging in an emergency run in which 

silence is required and displaying a flashing, oscillating or rotating 

red or blue light. 

(2) A person who violates this rule is responsible for a civil 

infraction. 
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Section 28.1825 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1825. All-night parking prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any 

person, firm or corporation to stop, stand or park a vehicle, or to cause 

or to permit a vehicle to be parked or left unattended, between the 

hours of 2:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. of any day on any of the streets or 

highways of the city or on any of the city parking lots.  

Section 28.1826 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1826. Parking on parkways. It shall be unlawful for any person 

to park any motor vehicle or trailer in any parkway of any street within 

the city without permission of the city council. The term "parkway" 

shall mean that area between the curb, or curb line in the absence of a 

curb, in the inside sidewalk line. "Motor vehicle" shall have the 

meaning as defined in the Uniform Traffic Code. "Trailer" includes 

house trailers, trailers and semitrailers.  

Section 28.1827 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1827 Yard parking; violation as civil infraction.  

(a) No motor vehicle shall be parked in any yard, as defined by § 82-

4 of the Charlotte City Code, except entirely upon a driveway or 

parking space designated and constructed according to the standards 

of Chapter 52 of the Charlotte City Code.  

(b) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil 

infraction. A parking violation notice charging a violation of this 

section may be issued by a police officer, including a limited duty or 

parking enforcement officer, also by any city housing, building, or 

zoning director or building official, in the form and manner provided 

by MCL 257.742(6),(7), and (8).  

Section 28.1906 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1906. Parking violations bureau. Pursuant to section 8:395 of 

the Revised Judicature Act, State of Michigan, as added by Act No. 

154 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1968 (MCL 600.8395, MSA 

27A.8395), as amended, a parking violations bureau, for the purpose 

of handling alleged parking violations within the city, is hereby 

established. The parking violations bureau shall be under the 

supervision and control of the city treasurer.  

Section 28.1907 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1907. Location, employees, rules. The city treasurer shall, 

subject to the approval of the city council, establish a convenient 

location for the parking violations bureau, appoint qualified city 

employees to administer the bureau, and adopt rules and regulations 

for the operation thereof.  

Section 28.1908 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1908. Violation handled. No violation not scheduled in section 

28.1911 shall be disposed of by the parking violations bureau. The fact 

that a particular violation is scheduled shall not entitle the alleged 

violator to disposition of the violation at the bureau, and in any case 

the person in charge of such bureau may refuse to dispose of such 

violation, in which case any person having knowledge of the facts may 

make a sworn complaint before any court having jurisdiction of the 

offense as provided by law.  

Section 28.1909 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1909. Jurisdiction. No violation may be settled at the parking 

violations bureau except at the specific request of the alleged violator. 

No penalty for any violation shall be accepted from any person who 

denies having committed the offense, and in no case shall the person 

who is in charge of the bureau determine, or attempt to determine, the 

truth or falsity of any fact or matter relating to such alleged violation. 

No person shall be required to dispose of a parking violation at the 

parking violations bureau, and all persons shall be entitled to have any 

such violation processed before a court having jurisdiction thereof if 

they so desire. The unwillingness of any person to dispose of any 

violation at the parking violations bureau shall not prejudice him or in 

any way diminish the rights, privileges and protection accorded to him 

by law.  
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Section 28.1910 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1910. Parking tickets. The issuance of a traffic ticket or notice 

of violation by a police officer of the city shall be deemed an allegation 

of a parking violation. Such traffic ticket or notice of violation shall 

indicate the length of time in which the person to whom the ticket or 

notice was issued must respond before the parking violations bureau. 

It shall also indicate the address of the bureau, the hours during which 

the bureau is open, the amount of the penalty scheduled for the offense 

for which the ticket was issued, and advise that a warrant for the arrest 

of the person to whom the ticket was issued will be sought if such 

person fails to respond within the time limited.  

Section 28.1911 is added to read as follows:  

Sec. 28.1911. Schedule.  

Uniform Traffic Code Violations  

(a) Fine schedule. Fines shall he paid in accordance with a schedule to 

be adopted by resolution of the city council.  

(b) All fines provided in this section will double if not paid within 72 

hours of the date and time issued.  

(1993 Code, § 66-33) (Ord. passed 4-27-1992; Ord. passed 8-24-1998; 

Ord. passed 7-4-1999; Ord. passed 7-12-1999; Ord. passed 12-13-

1999; Ord. passed 12-27-1999; Ord. passed 2-14-2000(2); Ord. passed 

6-12-2000(2); Ord. passed 6-10-2002; Ord. passed 8-14-2006; Ord. 

passed 4-14-2008) 

 2. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, 

clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held 

invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said 

portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision 

and such hold shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 

this ordinance. 

 3. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become 

effective as provided by law. 

 

Council member Ridge moved, supported by Dyer to approve first 

reading of Ordinance No. 2019-05 amending the Uniform Traffic 

Code and set a public hearing for September 9 2019 as presented.  

Carried.  7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT: City Attorney report included in the 

packet. 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT:  City Manager Guetschow reported 

that himself, City Clerk Terpstra and Billing Clerk Lisa Brown have 

been exploring the possibility of monthly billing.  He stated that he 

has completed the interview process for selecting a new Police Chief.  

He plans to make a decision this week.  He stated that Police Chief 

Sherman will be retiring effective August 30th.  The City is sorry to 

see her go and she will leave some big shoes to fill.  The new 

appointment will be confirmed by council on September 9, 2019. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

• Council member Christian reported that the Recreation Co-op 

softball fields are nearing completion.   

• Council member Ridge reminded everyone to fill out the 

Vision 2025 survey so that a plan can be presented to council. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:   

• Council member Christian no comment. 

• Council member Russo no comment. 

• Mayor Pro-Tem Baker no comment. 

• Council member Ridge thanked the citizens for coming.  She 

stated that there is a lot going on in Charlotte.  The Music on 

the Square was very successful.  She stated that the unveiling 
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of the Pocket Park will not be taking place this Wednesday 

due to a delay in the project.  She stated that she attended the 

opening ceremony at Beach Market.  She stated that she 

enjoys serving on City Council. 

• Council member Dyer stated that every Thursday Olivet 

college students will be visiting Charlotte from 6 p.m. to 10 

p.m. and he is excited to be working on this with Charlotte 

Rising. 

• Council member Mitchell no comment.  

• Mayor Lewis stated that he would like to remind everyone that 

all documents that the City Council talks about are on the 

City’s website and available for viewing. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Baker moved, seconded by Dyer to adjourn at 

8:13 P.M.  Carried. 7 Yes. 0 No. 

 

____________________________ 

Mayor Tim Lewis 

 

____________________________ 

Ginger Terpstra, City Clerk, CMMC 


